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HE

T
TACTICAL
SAFETY
SIGHT

SAFETY AIM POINT:
Mission accomplishment
in the safest manner

possible, to conserve men
and machines in order to
accomplish our mission
again tomorrow.

Major Ray “Bear” Thomas
602 TAIRCW/SE
Davis-Monthan AFB AZ

The cause of a recent Class A
mishap would have been labeled
“pilot error” in the not so dis-
tant past or gone down simply as
“channelized attention,” “habit
pattern interference;’ “‘stress,” or
“training”’ Now, instead of
causes, those are areas for fur-
ther investigation. This mishap
report is an example of the Tac-
tical Safety Sight in action—
“Was this pilof prepared for suc-
cessful mission accomplishment
in what we had tasked him to
do?” His “pipper”’ was locked on-
to successful mission accomplish-
ment. The Tactical Safety Sight

takes its inputs from the pilot
himself and how he handles the
aircraft. It also takes inputs
from the environment in which
the flight takes place. It com-
bines and calculates these inputs
and provides a goal-oriented
focal point.

The TAC Standard pilot is ob-

No mission is ever
completely standard or
routine.
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Pass it along.. nine people are waiting
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Pneumatic tires

SSgt Clifford D. Tebbe
366 TFW
Mountain Home AFB, Idaho

he pneumatic tire has been around for over six

decades, and with it many legends about what to
do and what not to do with them. Like most legends,
those about tires are usually not true.

In the forefront of the untrue legends is the one that
says to let air out of hot tires, if the pressure stated on
the tire’s sidewall is exceeded. However, the pressure
on the sidewall is a maximum cold inflation pressure,
not the maximum operating pressure.

Do you know what happens to an underinflated tire
as you go rolling happily down the road? First of all, it
starts to get hotter because it must work harder than
the other three tires; it has to flex many more times
during each turn of the wheel. After a few miles it’s
beginning to get hot and the cords inside the tire age
more rapidly, becoming weaker. You have a very

22

“tired” tire on your hands and, eventually, it’s stressed
beyond endurance — BANG!! Another blowout and
possibly an accident.

In addition to the above, with low air pressure, roll-
ing resistance increases and gas mileage decreases.
The ride becomes soft and mushy, and controlling the
vehicle becomes harder. As the vehicle bounces up
and down, the center of gravity constantly changes;
thus, handling and emergency maneuvers become
much less precise. Did you know that insufficient air
pressure also lowers the speed at which a tire will
hydroplane in the rain or in wet driving conditions?

Okay, now that you know some true facts about your
tires, what should you do? F'irst, it is recommended
that you check the air pressure in your tires at least
monthly and prior to any long trips. It is a good idea to
use your own tire gauge since those at filling stations
are, as a general rule, inaccurate due to exposure and
abuse. You might say to yourself, my tires don’t leak,
and that may well be true. However, during cold
weather, variations in temperature affect tire pres-
sure by about one pound per 10- degrees Fahrenheit.
For example, 32 pounds per square inch at 85 degrees
will be 27 PSI at 35 degrees. For this reason, tires
should be checked and adjusted as the weather changes;
but,remember, when you check the air pressure in
your tires, check them when they are cold, preferably
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A Nightmare on Route 171
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Go that extra inch and... get it together
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CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
» QUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
» (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL)

TAC'S TOP 5 thru JAN 1989

1st AF 9th AF 12th AF

318 FIS 33 TFW 35 TTW
507 TAIRCW 474 TFW
23 TEW 37 TFW

1 TFW 49 TFW

4 TFW 24 COMPW

110 TASG 482 TFW USAFTAWC
138 TFG 924 TFG USAFTFWC
177 FIG 906 TFG 28 AD

114 TF6 507 TFG

155 TRG 917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUMMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
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